ﬂ m PROGRAMME OF STUDY: ACORN CLASS
CLASS TEACHER: MRS HAMMERSTON

AUTUMN TERM 2025
ALL ABOUT ME, FAIRYTALES AND CELEBRATIONS

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

We encourage children to listen attentively and respond to what they hear. We are continuously learning
new words and we celebrate new vocabulary across the curriculum. Conversations are actively encouraged
using back and forth exchanges. Please support this by engaging your child in conversation at home and
on the way to and from school. During the Autumn Term the children will be encouraged to:

e Listen with enjoyment to stories, songs, rhymes and poems, sustain attentive listening and respond
with relevant comments, questions, or actions.

e Talk about themselves and things that are important to them

e Listen to one another and respond with comments and questions.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Pupils are encouraged to be independent from day one by leaving their parents/ carers at the gate and
putting their own things away. During the Autumn Term the children will be encouraged to:

Show interest and participate in classroom activities.
Learn the class rules and how to behave appropriately.
Learn the school values of Perseverance, Respect and Kindness
Develop relationships with other children in the class.
Learn playground games and how to play fairly.
Communicate freely about home and family.
Express needs and feelings in appropriate ways.
Separate from their main carer with support.

e Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs.
We also use a range of books and scenarios to explore these concepts.
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Additionally we will explore the Zones of
Regulation which help our children to identify and
name their feelings and then associate it with a
colour. Helping them to recognise their feelings will
help them to explore how they can respond to
different emotions.
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We will also be exploring myHappymind together, - =
helping us to build resilience, self-esteem and

confidence.




PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

The children are given opportunities to develop both their gross and fine motor skills on a daily basis.
During the Autumn Term the children will be encouraged to:

Develop an awareness of space.

Experiment with different ways of moving.

Use scooters, and bikes.

Climb and balance.

Use pencils, paint brushes and other mark making tools.
Manipulate playdough and other materials.

Participate in threading and cutting.
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LITERACY

Phonics is taught every day using ‘Little Wandle’. We finish each day with a ‘storytime’ voted by the
children, they will be read a range of quality and diverse texts. We have key texts that we explore. If your
child has a favourite book, we are always happy to share these as well. There are many opportunities both
inside and outside for reading, mark making and writing. During the Autumn Term the children will be
encouraged to:

e Develop their interest and enjoyment of books.

e Know how to hold a book, that print has meaning and that text is read from front to back and left to
right.

e Use pictures to tell a story.

e Retell familiar fairy tales such as The Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks and The Little Red Hen
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e Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new and ambitious vocabulary

e Develop phonological awareness.

e Develop their early writing skills through fine motor tasks, as well as tracing, completing mazes,
drawing around templates and copying.

e Write their name and use their letter knowledge for early writing.




MATHEMATICS

We use the NCETM Maths Mastery alongside the White Rose scheme of work to base our maths
curriculum on. Numbers can be found everywhere and we aim to make maths relevant and purposeful.
During the Autumn Term the children will be encouraged to:

e Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects without having to count % o ® °°
them (subitising). “What do you see and how do you see it?” ° d °
Recite numbers beyond 10. e
Say one number name for each item in order.

Know that the last number reached tells you how many there are in a set (cardinal principle).
Link numerals and amounts.

Compare quantities using ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’.

Make comparison between objects; taller than, shorter than, heavier than, lighter than

Talk about and explore shapes and select shapes appropriately

Use positional language.

Describe and make repeated patterns.

NCETM uses the Numberblocks to support our learning of number sense.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks

We will share any videos that link to our learning in our weekly discussion homework sheets.

NDERSTANDING THE WORLD

This area of learning incorporates pupils' understanding of past and present, people, culture and
communities and the natural world. We provide opportunities for exploration and learning through play and
celebrate differences between ourselves and our families.

During the Autumn Term the children will be encouraged to:

e Use their senses in hands-on exploration and talk about what they discovered building new
vocabulary.

Make sense of their own life story and family history.

Show an interest in different occupations.

Explore how things work.

Explore light and dark through nocturnal animals, shadows, light sources, seasons and cultural
festivals.

Respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences.

Learn about Diwali, Hanukkah, and Christmas.

Engage in ‘Forest School’ activities.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks

COMPUTING AND E-SAFETY

This term we will be using (with supervision) our classroom interactive whiteboard, this helps us to develop
essential skills like fine motor skills, literacy, numeracy, communication, and social skills through
engaging, hands-on, and collaborative activities. We will also be meeting the Digital Citizens; we will learn
how to balance screen time with other activities that we enjoy and an introduction of how to stay safe
online.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

We want children to feel confident enough to express themselves. Through our continuous provision, we
provide opportunities for role-play, art, storytelling, singing and music.
During the Autumn Term the children will be encouraged to:

Explore different materials and tools to develop their ideas and decide what they would like to make.
Draw with increasing complexity.

Explore colour and emotions through drawing and painting.

Learn new songs.

Rehearse and perform a Nativity.

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
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RE

In our weekly RE lessons we will find out about the Christian belief that God created the heavens and the
earth. We will learn about the key events from the creation story. We will also learn the key events from the
Christian Christmas story and reflect on why Christians may perform Nativity plays.

READING AND HOMEWORK

e The children are expected to read aloud to an adult at home every day for at least 15 minutes. The
children bring home a reading book on a Friday at the correct level for them each week that also
matches our Little Wandle Phonic scheme. The children should also enjoy listening to a variety of
high quality texts. Please check our website for the recommended books for Reception age.

https://www.highbeechschool.org.uk/docs/Curriculum/Acorn_50_list_docx.pdf

e Children will also bring home a ‘Reading Together book’ each week. These are stories that can be
enjoyed together. They may borrow a new book every Thursday.

e Should you wish to further explore books we have a reading challenge which focuses on bringing
stories to life! More details will follow.

o We will share homework discussion tasks that allow your child to enhance their knowledge or skills
of a particular topic, this may include show and tell. Please support your child to prepare for this.



https://www.highbeechschool.org.uk/docs/Curriculum/Acorn_50_list_docx.pdf
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Parent/Carer Presentation - Monday 22nd September at 2.30pm

Fab Science Day - Thursday 27th September

Reading Information - Date to be confirmed

Harvest Festival at the Church - Wednesday 1st October

Parents Evening - Tuesday 21st or Thursday 23rd October

Half Term - Monday 27th to Friday 31st October

Non pupil Day - Monday 3rd November

Reading Event - Dress up as your favourite fairy tale character - Date to be confirmed
Nativity Performance - Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th December
Christmas Fete - Friday 12th December

Christmas Service - Date to be confirmed

Last Day of Term - Friday 19th December

Thank you for your support, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or
concerns and we look forward to a fantastic first term together!

Mrs Hammerston and Mrs Reardon




